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Tuere are few medical men who have been engaged in practice, for 
even a limited period, but must have been struck with the fact, that 
the most serious and threatening symptoms of stomach disease may 
exist, and be even persistent for a considerable time, and yet in the end 
the case may turn out to be one of functional disease merely, and the 
patient get quite well. And, on the other hand, a patient may labor 
under the most formidable organic disease of this organ, and yet scarcely 
present a single symptom indicative of its presence. These two pro- 
positions it is essentially necessary to keep ever in mind ; and it may be 
doubted whether they are yet sufficiently recognized. Before pro- 
ceeding farther, I shall illustrate them by the following cases, briefly 
narrated :— 

Case I.—Some time back Mr. Cusack exhibited to the Pathological 
Society a specimen of disease of the stomach of an extraordinary extent. 
Literally three fourths of the organ were converted into malignant dis- 
ease. All the coats were involved, and the mucous membrane present- 
ed one sheet of fungoid disease. But what was extraordinary was, that 
the individual from whom it was taken had been able to take his food, 
and made no complaint until a very few days before his death. 

Case Il.—A medical gentleman, about 55 years of age, had long 
been what might be described as delicate. He had been in the army, 
and on his way home from Jamaica was obliged to use, for some weeks, 
bread of a very inferior quality. This disagreed with him even more 
than common, and before he landed he was suffering daily from dys- 
pepsia of a severe character. On reaching home the symptoms did not 
abate, and shortly afterwards he was invalided. From that period until 
his death, which took place some months later, he was never free from 
suffering, referred to the stomach. He was seen by several eminent 
gentlemen ; the symptoms he chiefly labored under were constant pain, 
nausea, loss of appetite, and occasional attacks of pyrosis. On one 
occasion he threw up a considerable quantity ,of blood ; but at the time 
there were some doubts as to its source. He had some cough, which, ° 
with expectoration, increased towards the end; and he finally sank, re- 
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duced to the very last degree of marasmus, and never having lost the 
symptoms referred to above. I assisted Dr. Kirkpatrick to make a post- 
mortem examination. On first view the stomach appeared perfectly 
healthy, and it was only after a very minute inspection that we were 
able to detect two small ulcers, each about the size of a split pea, exist- 
ing close to each other, in the great extremity of the organ. The coats, 
too, of the stomach appeared thinned, having probably partaken of the 
general marasmus. In the lungs was found some tubercular matter, in 
large masses, but not occupying any particular site. 

Case I].—Mr. ———-, a professional gentleman, began to suffer 
from pain in his stomach, chiefly after his meals, and more frequently 
after his breakfast than at any other time of the day. He was at this 
period 26 years of age, of tall stature, and had been, though subject to 
occasional headaches, previously healthy. He had always, however, 
been inclined to constipated bowels. ‘The attacks, in the first instance, 
were slight, and were more of the character of painful digestion than 
anything else : for at a certain period after each meal he felt more or 
less uneasiness. By degrees, however, they became more severe ; and 
as they did, their character somewhat changed. They were now, in a 
very marked degree, periodic ; that is, the patient would be six weeks, 
or even longer, free from any suffering, and then an attack would occur 
very suddenly. On many occasions he went out on his ordinary business 
in the morning, and would return in an hour or two suffering from the 
attack. He always referred its commencement to a point opposite the 
pylorus, from which the pain would spread, but not to any great extent. 

I am quite unable to describe these attacks.* They were perfect 
whirlwinds while they lasted, which they usually did from four to six 
hours ; and the patient’s sufferings seemed to be agony itself. He fre- 
quently expressed himself as if he should die in consequence of them. 
While the fit was at its height vomiting took place, but never of any 
large quantity of fluid; and as it passed off, the stomach began to se- 
crete air, which it would then do in enormous quantities, and was al- 
ways considered by the patient himself as a good sign. It is only ne- 
cessary to say further of this case, that he has been perfectly free from 
these fearful attacks for a period of upwards of four years. 

Though other cases might easily have been given, these appear to 
me quite sufficient to show what difficulties surround the question of 
diagnosis in diseases or affections of the stomach. The well-known 
fact, too, might be adduced here in further proof of this position—that 
the disease known as chronic ulcer of this organ has frequently led to 
a fatal result from perforation, without any complaint having been pre- 
viously made by the patient; and their usual condition would seem to 
bear out this view, for many of these cases present all the signs of the 
most robust health. But if we come to inquire why such difficulties 
exist, the reason appears to me to be in great part explained by the fact, 
that both the functional and organic affections of this organ give rise to 
the same series of symptoms ; and this will be made evident, if we 


* Any one who will call to mind the story of the “ Martyr Philosopher,” given with such gra- 
phic effect in the “ Diary of a Physician,” will have a good idea of this patient’s sufferings. 
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try to place the signs of organic disease in one column, and those of 
functional derangement in another; for we shall then find that both lists 
will contain very nearly, if not exactly, the same series of symptoms. 
Pain, nausea, vomiting, flatulence, sense of distention, pyrosis, throwing 
up more fluid than has been taken, hematemesis of different kinds, and 
other symptoms, are each and all common to either state. Hence, [ 
repeat it, the difficulties which so frequently arise in arriving at an accu- 
rate diagnosis. But it will be asked here, are there no signs which may 
be considered as absolutely indicative of organic disease? And this 
leads me to notice more particularly two symptoms, on which many 
have placed an entire reliance. I mean the symptom known by the 
name of the black vomit; and secondly, the presence of a tumor of the 
stomach itself. 

As to the first of these, it appears to me too much stress has been 
laid on it as diagnostic of organic disease, and for this simple reason, 
that it occurs in cases where we have positive evidence there is none. 
For, what is this black vomit? Nothing, | believe, but an exudation 
of blood, altered somewhat by the secretions of the mucous membrane 
of the stomach ; and this, I presume, few will assert can only take 
place where there is ulceration or fungoid disease. Hemorrhage from 
the stomach we know can occur where there is no morbid change what- 
ever in the mucous membrane, as in some cases of enlarged liver. [ 
have seen instances of this nature, where the first blood thrown up was 
of a bright red color; but as the attack passed off, it got gradually dark- 
er, and finally put on all the characters of black vomit.* Yet, in these 
cases, the mucous membrane was found healthy, though congested. But 
further, many acute diseases exhibit this symptom in a very inarked de- 
gree, and a most serious symptom it ever is. I have seen it in bad 
cases of scarlatina, of fever, smallpox, and of puerperal fever ;- also in 
a case of ruptured} uterus ; and on examination of such cases I have 
found no organic change in the mucous membrane. The yellow fe- 
ver, too, of warm climates, very generally presents this symptom. 
Hence, the conclusion appears to me a fair one, that this particular 
symptom may occur in the more ordinary affections of the stomach, 
where nothing but functional derangement exists; and before these re- 
marks are concluded, I hope to prove it. 

The second symptom [ have alluded to, the existence of a tumor, 
is one of more moment, and it must be allowed that in the great ma- 
jority of instances it will lead us to a correct diagnosis ; yet even this 
symptom, palpable though it be, may deceive us; and I would call par- 
ticular attention to this fact, for, after having made some research on the 
matter, [ cannot discover that it has been hitherto noticed. The point 
{ would observe upon is this, that a tumor may exist in the stomach, 
which, in the progress of time, may entirely disappear; or, at least, get 
into a state in which it may not be palpable on externa! examination. 


“ Something very like this may also be seen in cases of hemorrhage from the lungs. 

t The occurrence of the black vomit in this case would appear to be important to notice, for it 
points out a state of the system which cannot be considered healthy, and which may predispose 
the uterus to an alteration of structure that may lead to its rupture. 


he 
St- 
tly 
pre 
st- 
its, 
the 
in 
Ter 
tly 
his 
to 
er, 
ce, 
lan 
or 
ind 
na 
ks, 
cur 
ess 
the 
the 
it. 
ect 
six 
fre- 
2m. 
ny 
se- 
al- 
ne- 
‘om 
r to 
| of 
wn 
hat 

to 
yre- 
1 
the 
ties 
act, 
> to 
we 


384 Diagnosis of Diseases of the Stomach. 


I believe two distinct circumstances may give rise to such a state of 
things. Before noticing these, however, 1 would just observe on the 
much greater facilities which some subjects present for the detection of 
tumors than others; and it is a point always to be kept in mind. There 
are, I presume, few who have not met instances where all the symptoms 
would lead one to look for the presence of a tumor which did in reality 
exist, but which no external examination could detect. As far as I 
have seen, this difficulty has been in great measure due to the natural 
depth of the chest, rather than to any other single cause, such as the 
thickness of the abdominal parietes, or the site of the tumor. So that 
it may be safely stated, that the absence of all external sign of a tumor 
would not justify us in asserting that none existed. 

But, further, there is a state of some of these tumors which I am not 
sure has been hitherto noticed. 1 mean their mobility, not from external 
handling, but by the act of respiration. In a case which | saw, through 
the kindness of my friend Surgeon Neville, of Brunswick street, it was 
most remarkable. At every inspiration the tumor moved fully one inch 
and a half, and, what is of more importance, this sign was the means of 
settling a question which had previously been raised, namely, as to whe- 
ther the tumor was an aneurism or not, for it had a very strong pulsa- 
tion.* Whether the mobility was, in this particular instance, more than 
ordinary, [ cannot say, but it is worthy of remark that the patient was 
of unusual stature, for, though he was a tailor, he was six feet four inches 
in height. This mobility, then, even granting that itis not always present, 
appears a symptom which ought to be looked for in this class of cases.t 

It has been already stated that a tumor which has been palpable to 
the touch may disappear, and this may, I believe, occur in either of two 
ways. In the first the tumor, so far from enlarging as the disease ad- 
vances, lessens. ‘This we know to be common in cases of malignant 
disease, as in cancer of the breast when ulceration is going on, and the 
same may occur when a similar disease exists in the stomach. This 
has happened twice under my own observation, and in one instance it 
was so marked, that a doubt was thrown on the accuracy of a previous 
diagnosis. An examination, however, after death, solved the difficulty, 
by disclosing a large ulcerated surface, with some traces of tumor still 
remaining. Thus then, I believe, and it is comparatively well known, 
our diagnosis may in one way be rendered obscure. Before describing 
the second, | shall give some details of the following case :— 

Case 1V.—Miss ———, about 30 years of age, unmarried, suffered 
from a sharp attack of English cholera, in August, 1849. She was 
of the sanguine temperament, but of a listless habit of body. The men- 
strual function was quite healthy. From the attack of cholera she does 
not appear to have completely recovered, for shortly afterwards, within 


* The post-mortem examination of this case disclosed a tumor of a malignant character, which 
formed a complete circle on the mucous membrane of the stomach, close to the pylorus. It was 
exhibited at the Surgical Society. 

+ Through the kindness of Dr. Lees I have very lately seen a case of abscess of the liver, in 
which the tumor presented to the right of the epigastrium, and was very distinctly moved down- 
wards by the act of inspiration, a point of some importance to determine, as it showed that at the 
time no adhesions had taken place. This subject seems worthy of further investigation. 
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a month, she began to throw up a small portion of each day’s dinner. 
This gradually increased, until, in the course of four months, everything 
taken in the way of food came up, though, curiously enough, medicine 
did not. With this state of stomach the patient complained of a fixed 
pain, which she referred exactly to the pylorus, and where, when she 
was exainined in bed, a distinct tumor could be felt. It was circum- 
scribed, and painful on pressure, and was recognized by Sir H. Marsh, 
who, at this period, saw the patient with me. What she threw up at 
first was merely her food unchanged. In the course of a month, how- 
ever, a large quantity of clear fluid, mixed with saliva, came up. This 
fluid she described as being salt, bitter, and burning by turns. Such 
was what might be called the persistent state of this patient until the 
latter end of January, and beginning of February, 1850; that is, about 
six months from the tme she began to throw up her food. At this 
period, attacks of a much more serious character were superadded. 
These attacks were wonderfully periodic, taking place regularly each 
second -day, between 5 and 8 o’clock in the evening. They were pre- 
ceded by shivering, paleness, and great anxiety of countenance ; at the 
same time that the pulse, which commonly beat between 80 and 90, 
rose to 130, and even 140. In this state the sense of burning, from 
which she was never free, became very much aggravated, and she de- 
scribed it as extending from the stomach to the throat; which latter 
part was constantly excoriated from the nature of the fluids vomited. 
With these severer attacks she now also began to throw up a quantity of 
stuff having the characters of black vomit. It was of a dark-brown 
color, and was always attended with a much larger quantity of fluid 
than what the patient had taken. On several occasions, now, too, what 
came up was tnged with blood. It will be easily understood that from 
the violence of these attacks and their constant recurrence, the general 
health must have suffered severely ; and such was the fact. Loss of 
flesh went on with great rapidity. She became reduced to a skeleton, 
being quite unable to leave her bed, and symptoms again and again 
threatened that her sufferings would be aggravated by stripping. Dur- 
ing the period she was so reduced, Dr. M’Donnell, whose valuable as- 
sistance | then had, felt with me the tumor repeatedly. 

It is unnecessary to pursue the history of this case further; it occu- 
pied many months more ; suffice it to say that the patient has perfectly 
recovered, and that now no tumor can be felt. It must be allowed, how- 
ever, that at one period of the case the prognosis was gloomy in the 
extreme. 

This case I have given at some length, as it appears to me to be 
one of considerable interest. The patient certainly presented a series 
of symptoms from which few have recovered. She had all those which 
are thought to mark the presence of organic disease, including the black 
vomiting, the throwing up of much more fluid than she had taken, and 
the presence of a tumor. Of the exact nature of the case I do not 
profess to offer anything like a positive opinion. In the first instance it 
would appear to have been an example of the affection so well described 
by Sir H. Marsh ; while at a later period there were strong grounds for 
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supposing that actual disease had taken place, possibly some form of ul- 
ceration. This, however, is only conjecture, though it is borne out by 
the extreme emaciation which the patient at one period presented. This 
symptom is, I believe, amongst the most constant of those attendant on 
organic disease ; and yet it does not always exist, as some of the cases 
of chronic ulcer fully confirm. 

But how are we to account for the tumor and its subsequent disap- 
pearance? [t will be recollected that it was felt by Sir H. Marsh, and 
repeatedly by Dr. M’Donnell and myself. My conviction is, that at 
no period of the case did any morbid growth exist, but that what was 
felt was due to an irregular action of a portion of the muscular coat of 
the stomach itself. 

Any one in the habit of opening bodies must have been often struck 
with the varieties which the stomach in its general aspect presents. In 
one subject it will be very large, and apparently dilated ; in another it 
is found contracted to a remarkable degree, and its coats, to all appear- 
ance, thickened ; while in a third it presents an example of the hour- 
glass contraction, described so long since by Sir Everard Home. The 
other hollow viscera, too, we know, take on at times this irregular action 
of the muscular coat, as may be seen in parts of the intestines, and still 
more strikingly, perhaps, in the uterus. In subjects favorable for exa- 
mination, I have myself felt portions of the intestines, knotted, as it 
were, so as to afford distinct evidence of irregular action going on; and 
which has all disappeared with the cause which gave rise to it. 

So | take it to have been in the case just given. The irritation, 
which there can be no doubt existed in the mucous membrane of the 
stomach, caused a spastic state of contraction of a part of the muscular 
coat, and this, in its turn, caused a thickening, a temporary tumor so to 
speak, which it was possible to feel through the thin abdominal walls. 
As the irritation lessened, however, this spastic state gradually subsided ; 
and hence we have an explanation of the disappearance of the tumor, 
and the recovery of the patient. ‘To suppose that there existed in the 
stomach a tumor caused by organic disease which subsequently disap- 
peared, would be a straining of experience farther than any case on re- 
cord would justify. 

Much might be said on the treatment of these cases, for it would ap- 
pear to be anything but yet settled. For the present, however, | must 
confine myself to one remark. At the period, in the case last given, 
when there were good grounds for supposing that some ulceration exist- 
ed, I carried into effect an idea which had been long in my mind, viz., 
that in such cases we might give medicines for the express purpose of 
healing the ulcerations, in fact of acting locally on them, as if we had 
an ulcer on the surface of the body to deal with. With this view creo- 
sote was given, to the amount of three drops, three times a-day ; and, as 
I believe, with advantage. Nor do I see any reason why other medicines 
as well might not be administered with this intention, and in cases where 
it would appear to be too common to consider them as being beyond 
the resources of our art, as, for instance, the disease known as the chro- 
nic ulcer of the stomach. In this disease there is no evidence of any- 
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thing of a malignant character, and, of course, nothing (amounting, 1 
mean, to an impossibility) to prevent its healing. We know there is 
proof on record of such an occurrence having taken place ; and conse- 
guently our efforts should be directed, not merely to palliate, but to cure, 
difficult though its attainment may be. But where is there not difficulty 
in medicine ? With this object in view, then, | venture to make this 
suggestion.— Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science. 


ADVANTAGES OF OPEN SQUARES IN LARGE CITIES. 


Ir would be superfluous to draw attention at any great length to the 
sanitary advantages that are derivable to the inhabitants of large towns 
by the appropriation of open tracts of land for purposes of health and 
recreation. ‘The wisdom of our ancestors, when they preserved “ com- 
mons” for public use, was in no degree inferior to our own when we 
set aside a certain number of acres of land contiguous to densely-popu- 
lated cities, and lay them out as parks. The inhabitants of London 
have long enjoyed the sanitary benefits of such public airing grounds, 
and have testified their conviction of the gratification and benefits thence 
accruing by the urgent demand made for their multiplication. The fa- 
vorable contrast presented by the mortality returns of the registrars of 
the districts adjoining the parks and squares of the west end of London, as 
compared with those of the more thickly-peopled eastern, southern and 
northern metropolitan districts, have furnished additional and cogent argu- 
ments in favor of the construction of parks in the last-mentioned quar- 
ters. The success which has attended the formation of the Victoria 
Park has formed the basis of a claim for a similar boon on behalf of 
the northern, or Finsbury district. ; 

The rapid increase of the metropolitan population within the last ten 
years, is proved by the census to have taken place chiefly in the su- 
burban, and especially in the northern districts. ‘Thus, to take the in- 
stance of one parish alone, the increase is very striking when compared 
with the absolute decrease that has taken place in the central district of 
the metropolis :—lIslington in 1841, 55779 ; 1851, 95154— increase in 
ten years, 69375. City of London in 1841, 56009; 1851, 55908—de- 
crease in ten years, 101. 

Virtually, therefore, owing to various causes, an emigration has occur- 
red from the city to the suburbs, and this to so large an extent that the 
consequent increase of houses and streets has within a few years amal- 
gamated neighboring villages with London, and already threatens to 
create as dense a population in the suburbs as has hitherto existed with- 
in the city itself. So largely and steadily has this change been pro- 
gressing, that it has long been evident that unless strenuous efforts were 
made for the formation of a park on the northern side of London, the 
only eligible spot for such an undertaking would speedily be covered by 
new buildings. That effort has been made, and has been attended 
with success. ‘The government has recognized the necessity of the pro- 
posal, and, happily, not having to negotiate arrangements through the 
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Board of Health, it has promptly authorized the Commissioners of Woods 
and Forests to proceed in obtaining surveys and plans, for the formation of 
a park to extend over a hundred and fifty acres, the estimated cost of 
the freehold of which will be a hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 
That the application and the grant have not been made without good 
reason, may be seen from the following table, which shows the great 
rate of increase in the population of the northern metropolitan district : 


1841. 1851. Increase. 
North 376568 490441 113873 
South - - - 503346 616545 113199 
East - - - 393067 485336 92269 
West - - - 301189 376332 75143 
Central - - 374199 392986 18787 


These figures, we conceive, furnish an unanswerable argument in fa- 
vor of the sanitary advantages of the preservation of the open spaces 
which it is proposed to include in this park. The pecuniary outlay is 
but the practice of a sound economy, wh':h, in dispensing the means of 
health and rational gratification to the masses of our densely populated 
town, produces a saving both to it and to the nation by the preservation 
of effective labor, and by the prevention of the losses incurred to the 
community by sickness and death through epidemic and endemic diseases. 


London Medical Gazette. 


HISTORY OF A REMARKABLE ATTACK OF MEASLES IN A FAMILY 
AT PADUA. 


BY DR. ARGENTI. 


Tue following fearful occurrences took place in the family of Signor 
Graziani, a respectable councillor of Padua. Measles had prevailed to 
seme extent in the city, when Joseph Graziani, zt. 17, took them on 
the 2tst of May, and recovered in a few days. On the 3tst his mar- 
ried sister, Theresa (second case), et. 28, called with her child, and on 
learning the nature of the disease, hurried away, much alarmed lest her 
child should take it, being then herself the prey to excessive grief from 
the recent death of her husband. She was engaged in a very fatiguing 
occupation, the management of silk worms; and attributed some febrile 
indisposition, which she experienced on the 12th and 13th of June, to 
over-exertion. Getting worse she took to bed, and on the 14th the 
eruption appeared. ‘The removal of her child, to which she was de- 
votedly attached, caused her great grief. ‘The eruption was profuse and 
red ; the accompanying fever was intense ; and she suffered much from 
dyspnoea, and pain at the epigastrium. On the 17th she was bled twice, 
with some relief to the pain, but the fever continued excessive ; on the 
18th she was furiously delirious. ‘The skin was hot, but the eruption 
had become pale. Sie was seized with tremors of the lips, convulsions 
of the limbs, and stertorous breathing, amidst which she expired. Nina 
(third case), et. 3, was her child, and, though removed from its mother 
on the 14th of June, became the subject of the disease on the 25th. 
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This pursued a favorable course, though the fever was intense, and the 
convalescence tedious. Annetta (fourth case), xt. 16, of a lymphatic 
habit, enjoyed good health, and was also employed in managing silk- 
worms. She had severely felt the loss of Theresa, and, with her other 
sisters, Was incessantly engaged in anxiously watching little Nina during 
this period. On the 8th and 9th of July the eruption appeared, became 
confluent, and was accompanied by great swelling of the head, and 
epistaxis. She was doing well, when, on the 11th, she arose from bed, 
and suppressed a copious sweat, the urine being, however, abundant. 
Hearing of her sister’s death on the 12th, she became the subject of epi- 
leptiform convulsions and delirium, and in three quarters of an hour 
died. ‘The autopsy was conducted in the presence of several able prac- 
titioners, who all agreed that no appearance explanatory of death was 
observed. Fanny (fifth case), wt. 14, of a nervous temperament and 
lymphatic habit, exhibited the eruption on the same days as Annetta 
(Sth and 9th July), and by the 30th was convalescent. Laura (sixth 
ease), et. 22, of nervous temperament and scrofulous habit, and par- 
ticipating in the fatiguing employment and depressing emotions of her 
sisters, also exhibited the eruption on the 8th of July, it coming well 
out, but being less confluent than in the others. She went on very well 
till the 12th, when she was seized with violent delirium and epilepti- 
form convulsions, and in an hour she was dead. In the autopsy, no 
change in the brain or other important organs (the spinal marrow, how- 
ever, not being examined in these cases) could be discovered. Jose- 
phine (seventh case), et. 19, of nervous temperament and scrofulous 
habit, but in tolerable health, felt much alarmed at these occurrences in 
the family, and on the 9th and 10th of July, the eruption appeared. 
Her remova! from the presence of her dying sisters on the 12th, caused 
her great dismay and anguish. The eruption came well out;. but as 
there was much fever and great disposition to lethargy, some leeches 
were applied to the head, and were followed by blisters (which had 
also been freely used in the other cases). She was more tranquillized 
in the afternoon, and there was less somnolence ; but early in the evening 
she was seized with epigastric pain, as her sisters had been, and then with 
convulsions and delirium, expiring in about an hour after. The autopsy 
furnished similar negative results. Maurice (eighth case), xt. 12, exhibit- 
ed the eruption on the 8th and 9th of July, and had become convales- 
cent by fhe 18th. Bartholomew (ninth case), et. 20, of plethoric habit, 
and accustomed to frequent bleeding, manifested such high febrile action 
on the 12th and 13th of July as to require two venesections. Later the 
febrile action took on an intermittent form, and quinine was given. He 
was convalescent by the 24th. 

The eruption in this attack was quite normal, though very intense 
and confluent, and the disease presented nothing peculiar in its mode 
of invasion or complications ; and yet four of the cases perished within 
an hour from the time that really dangerous symptoms set in ; the mor- 
bid action seeming here to concentrate itself with all its force in the ce- 
rebro-spinal axis. In three of these, the autopsies, most carefully con- 
ducted, revealed nothing. 
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In regard to the ages of the victims it may be observed, that while 
Borsieri, Frank and Raimann believed there is greater danger for adults, 
Dr. Lees found in the Dublin epidemics, 1840—4, that it was in 
inverse proportion to the age. Levy, in his account of the epidemic 
among the military in 1837—47, states that fewer adults than boys 
died. In the present cases, the ages varied from 3 to 28. Of the five 
recoveries, four took place among the youngest ; and all who died had 
attained puberty. 

As concurring to impress upon these cases their remarkable fatality, 
may be their nervous-lymphatic temperament, scrofulous habit, physical 
debility, great sensibility, excessive alarm, and inordinate fatigue-—Ome- 
det Annali, in British and Foreign Medico-Chir. Review. 


SKETCHES OF EMINENT LIVING PHYSICIANS —NO. XXII. 
[Coum:nunicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 
THOMAS D. MITCHELL, M.D. 


‘Of its own beauty is the mind diseased 
And fevers into false creation ;—where, 
Where are the forms the sculptor’s soul hath seized ? 
Tn him alone. Can nature show so fair ? 
Where are the charms and virtues which we dare 
Conceive in boyhood and pursue as men, 
The unreached Paradise of our despair, 
Which o’er-informs the pencil and the pen, 
And overpowers the page when it would bloor again ?”—Byron. 


Jam, jam efficaci do manus scientiz.’’-—Hor. 


Ir, after the termination of this life’s fever, we could, from some elevated 
height, surveying at once the spiritual and material worlds, contemplate 
the strugules of a human soul (having experienced the same struggles 
ourselves), as it stimulates the material frame into activity, and itself 
into its own development and expansion ; what a strife would we wit- 
ness in this fermenting compound of mind and matter! How the 
soul would appear to taste the various sources of knowledge and en- 
largement ; drinking in the streams of some intellectual beverages 
with the madness of the inebriate, and recoiling from or passing by 
others, with the irresistible energy of its own will and tastes. The 
fever of ambition, that “obstinate activity within,’ which is felt in 
proportion to the strength of the mental faculties, that longing after 
something beyond the present (the dull acquired present), is a perpetual 
fever. 

What man would look back along his life’s history, without acknow- 
ledging that an intangible, but ever-longed-for something, in the future, 
had Jed him on like an ignis fatuus, to do “all that may become a man ”? 
Cicero speaks of it in reference to his improvement in oratory ; and all 
men, from Mahommed to Bacon, Sydenham or Washington, have felt 
the flame of this divine unrest. It is this spirit that drives, so remorse- 
lessly, the adventurous traveller over sterile wilds and barbarous coun- 
tries—there, perhaps, to whiten the plains with his unburied bones—in 
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hopes of attaining the El Dorado beyond. It is this spirit that lights 
the dim eye, as it pores over the dusty pages of science ; supports the 
stubborn soul amidst the fumes of the laboratory, the strifes of the 
field or the combats of the bar, and the exhaustion of the pulpit or the 
bed-side. 

Byron speaks of the “necessity of loving.” There exists the same 
necessity for toil—to carry off the explosive fluid within—to appease 
the ever-troubled spirit of man’s immortal mind. Penances and stripes 
are absolute comforts. ”Tis in faith and in truth a feverish, toilsome life 
this ; and happy he who, its fitful fever ended, can with truth be said to 
sleep well.” 

The subject of our sketch to-day is no exception to this general rule; 
but has felt, not “ feigned the flame,” as will be seen by the following 
life-map. 

Professor Tuomas D. Mitcue tt is a native of Philadelphia, as were 
his father, grandfather and great-grandfather. The name is of English 
origin. Of his very early history we have few facts remaining. That 
his parents, to the third generation, were residents of our staid city, Is 
proof of their respectability and morality. The chief schools at that 
time and up,to 1800, were under the control of the quakers, who were, 
it will be recollected, the instructers of Physick, Wistar and others 
among the medical men of the day. Young Mitchell obtained his 
English classical and medical education in Carson’ Academy, Friends’ 
Academy, and the University of Pennsylvania—the usual sources, in 
fact, of a respectable education at the time in Philadelphia. He spent 
nearly a year in the drug-store and chemical laboratory of the late 
Adam Seybert, M.D., where he acquired his early taste for chemistry. 
(Dr. Parrish used to insist on his pupils attending at least six months in 
a drug-store before graduating : a most admirable requisition.) . This was 
anterior to the commencement of pupilage in the office of the late Dr. 
Parrish, which began in April, 1809, and terminated at the period for 
conferring degrees in March, 1812. He attended three full courses in 
the University, which then had but five professors, and lacked the chair 
of obstetrics and the diseases of women and children. ‘There was no 
special teaching in this department at that time. The Professor of 
Anatomy incidentally alluded to the topics. Dr. M.’s thesis was on 
acidification and combustion, and was published in the memoirs of the 
Columbian Chemical Society, with some alterations. This title does 
not appear in the general catalogue of the University, where the subject 
of thesis is often omitted. ‘The question has been raised, more than 
once, how came it, that in the catalogue of this school’s graduates, there 
are so many blanks in the year 1812? The names of the graduates are 
given, but the titles of theses, and the State whence the graduate came, 
are frequently omitted. The class of session 1811-12 numbered 387, 
and there were 70 graduates. In the large catalogue of 1836, of the 
70 graduates of 1812, sixty-two have no thesis-title, and fifty-three are 
without any State designation. Can these defects be accounted for ? 
We learn that the Dean failed to attend the commencement exercises (if 
such they could be styled), because of discontent with the Faculty, in 
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respect to one or two candidates. A meagre gathering took place in 
the old Whitefield Academy on Fourth street, where, after reading the 
list of graduates, the announcement was made that the diplomas were 
to be had in the basement of the Medical Hall, and so the parade end- 
ed. The Dean refused the list of graduates to two of them who called 
upon him for it for publication. The ire of the gentleman was roused, 
and he would not comply with the usual practice. It is believed that, 
of the entire graduating class of 1812, only twelve survive, and five of 
these have been, or now are, professors in medical schools ! 

Coxe’s Medical Museum, New York Medical Repository and Dennie’s 
Port Folio contain papers written by Dr. M. prior to graduation, all of 
which were on medical subjects. Early in 1812, Dr. M. was appointed 
Professor of Vegetable and Animal Physiology in St. John’s College, 
connected with the Lutheran Church on Race st. The late Professor 
James Cutbush, who was for several years Professor of Chemistry in 
Geneva College, N. Y., and whose monument stands back of that vil- 
lage, held the chair of chemistry and mineralogy at the same time. Dr. 
Benj. Rush in the same year advised Dr. Mitchell to put notes to Rich- 
erand’s Physiology, and publish it, which he declined. 

In May, 1813, Dr. M. was appointed by Gov. Snyder to the office 
of Lazaretto Physician. which post he occupied for three years and then 
resigned it. Our medical charities in Philadelphia have all been start- 
ed by medical men. Dr. Mitchell, in company with Dr. Samuel P. 
Griffith, established the Southern Dispensary ; Dr. Phineas Bond, the 
Pennsylvania Hospital ; Dr. B. Rush, the Philadelphia Dispensary ; phy- 
sicians in the northern part of the city have established the Northern 
Dispensary ; and the Moyamensing Dispensary was established by 
Dr. James Bryan. Dr. Horner is probably father of the St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. 

In 1819 Dr. M. published a duodecimo, on the subject of medical 
chemistry. In 1820 he was offered the professorship of chemistry in 
Ohio University, at Athens, Ohio, which he declined. From 1822 to 
1831 he was actively engaged in practice at Frankford, near Philadel- 
phia ; and previous to that time, in Philadelphia and Norristown. In 
1826 he attempted to form a Total Abstinence Temperance Society at 
Frankford, but failed, and has been ever since a strong advocate of that 
principle. Physicians, in fact, have generally been foremost in this great 
philanthropic movement of our day. 

In 1830 he received the honorary degree of A.M. from the Trustees 
of Princeton College, New Jersey. In 1831 he accepted the chair of 
Chemistry in the Miami University, to be located in Cincinnati. The 
faculty was formed in Philadelphia by Dr. Drake (then a teacher in 
Jefferson Medical College) during the winter of 1830-31, the late Drs. 
John Eberle and George McClellan being also of the faculty, although 
the latter never went to Cincinnati. Jn the summer of 1831 Dr. M. 
was appointed to the chair of Chemistry in the Medical College of 
Ohio, which was, soon after, amalgamated with the Miami Faculty. 

Dr. M. published, in 1832, his valuable work, the Elements of Che- 
mical Philosophy (about 600 pages 8vo.). It was issued by Carey & 
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Fairbank, of Cincinnati. This work has been introduced into many 
of the western colleges. A duodecimo volume, “ Hints to Students,” 
was published the same year. In 1832-3 he was co-editor of the 
Western Medical Gazette, in company with the late Professors Eberle 
and Staughton. In June, 1837, he was appointed Professor of Che- 
mistry in the Medical Institute of Louisville. In July, of the same 
year, he was appowted to the same chair in the Medical Department 
of ‘Transylvania University, at Lexington, Ky., and preferred the latter. 
He was transferred, in 1839, to the chair of Materia Medica and The- 
rapeutics, which he continued to fill until he resigned in March, 1849. 
He filled, also, the chair of Obstetrics, &c. (made vacant by the decease 
of Prof. Richardson), in the session of 1845-6. 

The first session of the Philadelphia College of Medicine was held 
in March, 1847, and Dr. M. filled the chair of Theory and Practice, 
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, in that session. In March, 1849, 
he joined this College, with the view of a permanent connection. He 
is thus restored to his old friends and to the city of his birth and early 
labors. He declined, in 1849, an appointment to the chair of Theory 
and Practice in the Medical Department of the University of Missouri, 
at St. Louis; also the same chair in the Memphis Medical Institute, 
where he might have selected his colleagues. 

Dr. M. has always contributed largely to the medical periodicals of 
the day. Among those for which he has written most, may be men- 
tioned, the New York Medical Repository, Philadelphia Medical Mu- 
seum, Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery, Western Medical Re- 
corder, Western Medical Gazette, Western Lancet, American Medical 
Recorder, American Medical Review, North American Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, Transylvania Medical Journal, New Orleans Medical and 
Surgical Journal, Esculapian Register, and the Memoirs of the Colum- 
bian Chemical Society. 

Who reads an American book? has been conte.nptuously asked. 
Who reads American medical journals? "Tis time that Europe should 
open her eyes to what is going on, on this side of the Atlantic, in the 
divine art of medicine. This man, and hundreds of others. of our native 
physicians, have, during the last forty years, been building up a medi- _ 
cal literature which must put to shame the revilers of native talent. 
The writings of our Mitchells, Lees, Chapmans, Eberles, McClellans, 
Drakes, Caldwells, Bells, and many others, are standard and some of 
them classical among our own medical men. ‘ The course of empire 
westward turns,” and Berkeley was right. Let us hold on to the scep- 
tre of intellect. We have it, and let not foreign or native detraction 
make us forget our rights. 

Professor Mitchell published, in July of last year, 1850, his Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. At least it was published by Lippincott & 
Grambo, of this city, the worthy successors of Grigg & Elliot. This 
is an octavo volume of 750 pages, and is written in his usual manly 
and simple style. A new edition of Eberle on the Diseases of Child- 
dren, to which Dr. M. has added notes and a sequel of some two hun- 
dred pages, was issued by the same house soon after the Therapeutics. 
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He has now a noble work almost ready for the press, of some six hun- 
dred pages, on the Fevers of the United States of America. 

Was I not right in saying that our subject for this day’s sketch was 
no exception to the general rule, of that fever of the mind which Lady 
Macbeth says should accompany ambition. We have only to add a 
few words in reference to him as a lecturer, a man and a citizen. Per- 
sonally Prof. Mitchell is about five feet eight inches high, broad shoulders, 
a well-set head and neck, the former covered with short hair a little 
grey ; a brgad, well-formed forehead ; a good mouth, garnished with fine, 
almost formidable teeth, and a voice like thunder ; a fine manly counte- 
nance, with the straight Grecian nose of the literary man, and quick, 
intelligent eye ; dressed plainly and unostentatiously in black, with the 
manners of a gentleman. His mode of lecturing is ready, fluent, ex- 
temporaneous and clear. The students listen to learn. His extensive 
reading and good memory make him ready, “ armed at all points.” 
There is not a better teacher of his branch in our city, perhaps not in 
the United States. He was educated under the eye of Rush and the 
gentlemen of the old regime, and consequently knows what is due to 
and from the medical profession. Blessed with considerable family, his 
heart is soothed by the assurance that his precepts have not been given 
in vain. One son is well known to the profession as the author of nu- 
merous medical articles in our Journals on various topics. He was 
named after the idol of our profession, Dr. Benjamin Rush, and is in the 
American navy in the medical department. 

Prof. Mitchell’s family connections now living among us are of the 
most respectable class of our citizens—bankers, professional men and mer- 
chants. He in fact is a pure specimen of a good old-fashioned Phila- 
delphian, with a slight dash of the western man. Of such men the first 
half of the nineteenth century contains a number. They will add lustre 


to the period, and be remembered as the early pioneers in medicine in 
these our western wilds. Cato. 


MALIGNANT ULCER—DEATH 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—The following case, which has recently occurred in my 
practice, I have thought might present some points of interest to the pro- 
fession ; and, if you deem it worthy of a niche in your valuable Journal, 
you will please give it a place—if not, let it remain sub umbra. 

Irs. ————, a married lady, et. 39, of great moral worth and of the 
highest respectability, the mother of two children, one aged thirteen, the 
other eleven years, had been in feeble health for the last two years. She 
was naturally of a slender and delicate constitution. The only trouble 
complained of, the first year, was debility and a leucorrhceal discharge 
from the vagina, and, occasionally, incontinence of urine. For these 
symptoms, she had taken remedies before she came under my care. In 
June last, she was suddenly attacked with hemorrhage from the vagina— 
at first profuse, and afterwards a dribbling for three or four weeks. Un- 
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der the influence of acetas plumbi, ol. terebinth., and tonics, she so far 
recovered as to go into the country about the first of August, where she 
remained till the middle of October. She then returned to her residence 
in the city, somewhat improved, but evidently not in good health. 

About the first of November, she was again suddenly attacked with 
hemorrhage, which was stopped by the above-named remedies for three 
days, when it returned and continued. This, also, was accompanied by 
persistent nausea and vomiting. 

In these circumstances, the patient was seen by Dr. B. Carpenter, of 
Pawtucket, Dr. John Ware, of this city, and Dr. Chadbourne, of Con- 
cord, N. H. (the latter her former family physician), in consultation with 
myself. All agreed in the opinion that there was /ocal disease about the 
os uteri, and that to no inconsiderable extent. But a perplexing ques- 
tion to us all, was, how so much local disease, and of such a character 
as we judged it to be, could exist, and yet the patient never have had 
any pain, nor the least tenderness upon pressure be discernible in those 
organs. The vaginal discharge had always been somewhat fetid, but. 
was now extremely so. The large coagula, which were frequently 
thrown off, seemed to be of this very offensive character, as they were 
secreted, or thrown from the ulcer. No remedies were available in ar- 
resting, either the hemorrhage or the vomiting, and she sunk in twelve 
days from the occurrence of the bleeding. 

A post-mortem examination, made by Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, of this 
city, in presence of Dr. Chadbourne and the writer, revealed extensive 
disease of the neck of the uterus. The os uteri was largely diseased, 
and the malignant ulcer (for the disease did not appear to be encepha- 
loid) extended to the upper portion of the vagina. The os tince was 
entirely destroyed. ‘The disease was evidently malignant. 

There are two or three questions connected with this sad case, which 
are of much interest to the writer, and may, perhaps, interest also other 
members of the profession. 

1. Could this disease be the result of moral causes? It is believed to 
have been so by the writer, and that the whole state of the body was 
debilitated by the mental anguish of the patient. ‘The blood, upon the 
post-mortem examination, was discovered to be in the most fluid state. 
Indeed, it was evident this was the case from the hemorrhagic tendency 
in some other portions of the body (as the nose), before death. 

2. Has any one ever known so extensive a lesion from a malignant 
disease, unattended with pain, and perfectly free from tenderness upon 
pressure ? W. M. Cornett, M.D. 

Boston, Nov. 28, 1851. 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 10, 1851. 


Massachusetts Medical College.—It is gratifying to learn that the medi- 
cal lectures at the college in this city are of a high order, and the progress 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


396 Medical Intelligence. 


of the institution was never more satisfactory to the friends of medical 
science. ‘Three of the faculty have but recently returned from Europe, 
refreshed and invigorated by a tour of peculiar interest, which gave them 
the advantage of an acquaintance with the most recent discoveries and 
improvements, besides a social intercourse with the master spirits of the 
age, in the various scientific departments of the Universities of the Old 
World. Some additions have recently been made to the cabinet of the 
school, which will be found intensely interesting to those who can afford 
an hour in the museum. 

All the schools are flourishing, as far as intelligence from them has 
been received the present season. Whether the number of students in 
attendance will equal the aggregate of the last season, can only be deter- 
mined by the official catalogues—not one of which has yet been received, 
nor are they to be expected till about the middle of January. 


Action of Water on Lead Pipes. —The attention of readers is requested 
to the following circular of one of the Committees appointed at the last 
meeting of the American Medical Association. It is only by a generous 
and hearty assistance from their professional brethren that the full benefit 
of these committees is to be obtained. 


To Mempers or THE MepicaL Proression 1n THE United States. 
—The undersigned, a Committee of the American Medical Association to 
report on ‘the action of water on lead pipes, and the diseases which pro- 
ceed from it,” are desirous of obtaining from their professional brethren 
any information that is calculated to throw light on this important, but 
hitherto generally unobserved subject. They therefore take the liberty of 
proposing the following questions. 

Ist. Have you, in your practice, met with cases of lead or painter’s colic 
produced by using water drawn through lead pipes, or contained in leaden 
cisterns ? 
2d. Have you met with cases of arthralgy? If so, have they been at- 
tributable to this cause ? . 
3d. Have painful neuralgic diseases been observed by you, among per- 
sons using water thus exposed to lead ? 

Ath. Have you seen instances of lead encephalopathy ? 

5th. Have you observed paralysis as a precursor, concomitant or sequel 
to either of the above forms of disease ? 

Answers to any or all the foregoing questions, and any facts or informa- 
tion as to any form of disease originating in the use of water impregnated 
with lead, will be very gratefully received. Accurate descriptions of all 
cases would be very desirable, especially their early history. It will also 
be very important to know the length of time each individual case had 
been exposed to lead before the disease became manifest. 

As the report must be made at the annual meeting of the Association to 
be held in Richmond, Va., in May next, it is desirable that all information 
should be forwarded to any one of the Committee previous to the first of 


March next. Horatio Apams, Waltham, Mass. 
Waltham, Dec. 5th, Sam’: L. Dana, Lowell, “ Committee. 
1851. Joun C. Datton, “ “ 


P. S.—Editors of Medical Journals and publishers of newspapers, 
throughout the Union, are respectfully requested to give the above an in- 
sertion in their respective Journals. 
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History of Hospitals —Dr. Armsby, of Albany, N. Y., President of the 
Albany Co. Medical Society, gave the annual address, a short time since, 
which was replete with historical information in regard to the erection of 
hospitals, from a remote epoch down to modern times. Through the Al- 
bany papers, a synopsis, only, of the discourse has reached us. If it 
should be published, as the dignity and interest of the subject demands, 
something more will be known of it. Dr. Armsby has been before the 
world long enough to hazard nothing by being often read. An intimation 
is given that the address abounds with various facts connected with the 
organization of hospitals and the provision for the sick in the East. Hav- 
ing had a familiar acquaintance with some of the most ancient institutions 
of that character, in the Orient, we are desirous to know what Dr. Armsby 
may have said of them. 


Hints to the People.—Wm. Maxwell Wood, M.D., has elaborated a little 
book which bears the modest title of “ Hints to the People upon the Profes- 
sion of Medicine.” Dr. Wood belongs to the U. S. Navy, where he has 
acquired an amount of experience that warrants him in speaking boldly in 
regard to what he believes to be true or false respecting the character and 
practices of medical and pseudo-medical advisers. He has endeavored to 
reach the understanding of those who do not reflect long or soundly upon 
topics of vast importance to them. Each individual is liable to the infirmi- 
ties that require medical assistance ; and because there is such looseness of 
thought, or lack of all thought, among the masses where quackery most 
flourishes, this essay is sent forth, and is calculated to arrest the attention, 
lead to reflection, and finally, it may reasonably be hoped, to the exercise 
of good judgment. Nothing is more preposterous than the preference 
which is sometimes given by otherwise sensible persons, to an ignoramus 
in medicine, simply because it seems to gratify an innate spite against 
well-bred, educated men. If there is no good time coming, when a fit 
preparation for administering to the sick and the dying is to be held in 
higher estimation than mere pretension, then we had better abandon the 
ranks, and cultivate the fields—a noble employment, concerning the cha- 
racter and utility of which there can be no division of sentiment. 


Lectures on Scarlet Fever.—Casper Morris, M.D., is the author of a 
neat volume upon the subject of scarlet fever, that will be likely to com- 
mand the respectful consideration of medical readers. There are eight 
lectures, originally delivered to the class of the Philadelphia Medical In- 
stitute—revised, and committed to the press, with a conviction that the 
views they express are true. “The practice founded on them,” says the 
preface, ‘‘is believed to be the best adapted to the treatment of a formida- 
ble and often fatal disease.” Notwithstanding the original appearance of 
the series in the Medical Examiner, it is gratifying to have the whole in 
the form of a distinct library book. ‘The work is from the celebrated press 
of Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia. 


Retro-Pharyngeal Abscess.—A Jearned article on this subject appeared 
in the New. York Journal of Medicine, by Charles M. Allen, M.D., and has 
since been issued in a pamphlet of thirty-eight pages. It contains a medi- 
cal history and treatment, with a statistical table, of fifty-eight cases, and 
will be found to possess strong claims to the careful perusal of practition- 


398 Medical Miscellany. 


ers. Cases and facts abound in Dr. Allen’s paper, with little or nothing of 
a speculative character. 


Female Medical Colleges.—These are multiplying, but assuming more 
character with the process of development. It is the opinion of a majority 
of medical practitioners, that these female schools of medicine, which were 
ostensibly at first intended for teaching the principles and practice of mid- 
wifery, are unnecessary. But there have been, and there still are, promi- 
nent medical gentlemen in the leading cities who entertain the opinion 
that it is the appropriate business of females to aid each other in child- 
birth. This has materially strengthened the hands of the few who origi- 
nated and subsequently matured a plan of organization, which has resulted 
in no less than three if not four chartered institutions for the instruction 
of females in the science and art of medicine. These having been called 
into existence, and the public sympathy being with them, and the public 
voice resolute in its determination to sustain them, the course that physi- 
cians are to pursue is indicated. They have utterly failed to prevent 
their organization and growth, or deprive them of legislative protection. 
To obviate the greatest injury which may result from them, physicians 
may find it expedient to unite and make them as respectable as possible. 
In this way they may be saved from becoming tools for knaves and un- 
principled persons—those who care less for the public weal than their own 
pockets. There are men of foresight and wisdom associated in these 
enterprises; and ultimately, if the various bodies of trustees cordially 
unite in securing competent professors, the prospect will brighten, and, 
going from one improvement to another, these schools may be finally 
merged in the regular medical colleges. and substantial good, in the end, 
be realized from an anticipated evil. This is the only way that occurs to 
us, to meet the case. It is useless to fulminate anathemas, or work our- 
selves into a rage, and be laughed at fora senseless display of ill will, 
that would only exasperate some of the best members of society and fail 
of accomplishing any good purpose. 


New Hampshire Medical Institution—The medical commencement ex- 
ercises were held, as we learn from the N. H. Journal of Medicine, on the 
12th of November, in the Chemical Hall, Hanover, the day being the close 
of the term of public lectures. 

An interesting Address was delivered before the graduation class, by 
Dr. J. S. Fernald, of Barrington; Dr. F. and Dr. T. H. Marshall, of Ma- 
son, being the Delegates from the New Hampshire Medical Society. 

After the Address, the degrees were conferred upon the candidates by 
the President of Dartmouth College. Sixteen young gentlemen have been 
graduated this term, whose names (together with the subject of their The- 
ses), are as follows: 

T. P. Baldwin, A. B., Vershire, Vt.; Acute Hydrocephalus. Jos. W. 
Barstow, A. B., Keene; Uric and Phosphatic Diatheses. Albert W. Clark, 
Lyndon, Vt.; Inguinal Hernia. Charles E. Davis, Ashburnham, Mass. ; 
Acute Pleuritis. Lafayette Denison, Lyndon, Vt.; Pneumonitis. Jas. 
C. Dow, Milton Mills; Reciprocal Duties of Physicians and Patients. Jo- 
seph F. Durgan, Lisbon, Me.; Typhus Fever. Timothy H. Helme, A. 
B., Brook Haven, N. Y.; Epidemic Choleras. Mills O. Heydock, Hano- 
ver; The Liver and its Diseases. Benjamin P. Hubbard, Elgin, Ill.; Na- 
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ture and Treatment of Intermittent Fever. Melvin J. Hyde, Grand Isle, 
Vt.; Hamoptysis. Marcus Ide, East Calais, Vt.; | Pneumonitis. Wm. 
B. Reynolds, Acton, Me.; Etiology of Consumption. Henry L. Rodi- 
more, Bradford, Vt.; Inflammation. Wentworth R. Richardson, Otistield, 
Me.; Anatomical and Physiological Characters of the Pneumogastric 
Nerve. Clinton Warner, Wethersfield, Ct.; Dysentery. 


Cod Liver Oil.—Dr. Hays, of Philadelphia, reports extraordinary suc- 
cess in the treatment of a multitude of patients suffering under scrofu- 
lous ophthalinia, and granular lids, by the exclusive reliance on Cod Liver 
Oil. We have recently witnessed excellent results in the treatment of 
Crusta lactea, by the same remedy externally and internally. Dr. Dudley 
recommends this article in the morbid cravings of chlorosis, aided by a 
generous diet, and Jandanum if necessary.—N. Y. Medical Gazette. 


Medical Intelligence.—Dr. Cornell, of Boston, has received the appoint- 
ment of professor of physiology, hygiene, and medical jurisprudence, in 
the Fernale Medical College, Philadelphia.—Dr. Arnold has been nom- 
inated by the Union party, for mayor of Savanuah, Ga.—An apothe- 
cary, in Lowell, administered an ounce of belladonna, instead of an intended 
ounce of something else. The poor patient was saved, almost as by a 
miracle.—Smallpox is creeping in upon us again from the north, but the 
general health of the public is excellent.—Several medical works are soon 
to be published.—Dr. Bradbury, of Oldtown, Me., has recently amputated 
the thigh at the hip joint, disarticulating the joint. This is a most perilous 
operation in surgery, and one that has been but few times successfully done 
in this country. On the 52d day after, the patient was well.—The late 
A. Graham, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. Y., has bequeathed $6000 to the 
Brooklyn City Hospital for the purchase of surgical instruments. He has 
also left $5000 for the support of free lectures in that city, the same sum 
for a school of design and gallery of fine arts; $10,000 to the American 
Colonization Society ; $5000 to the Home of the Friendless in N. York, 
besides a large number of other munificent bequests.—A new Medical 
College has commenced operations in Cincinnati, Ohio, which is the fourth 
in the State, Jegitimately such; besides the Homeopathic, Eclectic, Bo- 
tanical, Physopathic, and other pseudo-colleges. A respectable Dental 
College is also located at Cincinnati.— Delegates to the American Medical 
Association from Chester county, Penn., to meet at Richmond in May 
next:—Doctors A. H. Gaston, W. Worthington, J. B. Brinton, W. D. 


Marriep,—At Chelsea, Dr. Charles Chase to Miss Elizabeth Thurlow Burbank. 


Diep,—In Philadelphia, Dr. Stephen Harris ; Dr. Frederick Crowley, 38; Dr. J. M. Wallace, 
much respected, 37.—In Mercer, Co., Penn., Dr. John Baskin —On Long Island, N. Y., Dr. E. 
DeKay, celebrated as a writer on ornithology. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Dec. 6th, 78.—Males, 45—females, 33- 
Accidental, 2—apoplexy, 1—disease of bowels, ]—disease of brain, 1—consumption, 17—convul- 
sions, 3—cancer, 1—croup, 4—dysentery, 2—dropsy of brain, 4—drowned, 2—erysipelas, 1— 
typhus fever, 3—typhoid fever, 2—scarlet fever. l—lung fever, 7—brain fever, 1—disease of 
hip, 1—hooping cough, 2—disease of heart, 2—infantile, 10O—marasmus, 1—old age, 3—palsy, 1— 
puerperal, 2—scrofula, 1—unknown, 2. 

Under 5 years, 25—between 5 and 20 years, 11—between 20 and 40 years, 22—between 40 
and 60 years, 1l—over60 years, 9. Americans, 36; foreigners and children of foreigners, 42. 
The above includes 7 deaths at the City Institutions. 
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Bristol District Medical Society.—Agreeably to adjournment, the Bris- 
tol District Medical Society held their tenth Quarterly Meeting in Taun- 
ton, Mass., Sept. 10th. The President, Dr. Johnson Gardner, in the chair. 

A communication was read from the Suffolk District Medical Society, 
recommending the adoption of certain resolutions. After a lengthy dis- 
cussion—Voted, To lay it on the table till after the address. 

Address delivered by Dr. Nichols, of Taunton, upon the “ Influence 
which the intellect and passions exert upon the health of the bodily organs, 
and how in turn these organs re-act upon the mind.” 

On motion, a committee of three were appointed to take the Suffolk re- 
solutions into consideration, and report resolutions upon the subject, embo- 
dying the sense of this meeting—who afterwards reported the following, 
which were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Massachusetts Medical Society to 
look to its Constitution and By-Laws as its polar star. 

Resolved, That the Constitution and By-Laws should always be con- 
strued in accordance with their true meaning and interpretation. 

Resolved, That in accordance with the true meaning of the By-Laws, 
all matters of police, or violation of the laws of the Society, after having 
been investigated by the Counsellors, should be voted upon by the Society 
without any further investigation of the case in detail. 

Resolved, That all differences which may arise between different mem- 
bers of the profession, as well as all violations of the Constitution and 
By-Laws, should be referred to the District Society in which the party or 
parties reside, for settlement, and in all cases of failure of a satisfactory 
adjustment there, either party may refer the matter in dispute to the 
Counsellors, whose decision shall in all cases be final. 

Dr. Carpenter exhibited some splendid samples of medicine sent for 
examination by Philbrick & Trafton, of Boston, and stated that they did 
not deal in quack medicines or nostrums of any kind. 

On motion, it was—Unanimously Resolved, That it is not only duty but 
the interest of physicians to patronize such druggists ondy as discard all 
quack medicines from their shelves. 

On motion, the resolution which was laid on the table at the last meet- 
ing was taken up for discussion, viz. :— 

Resolved, That the principles of Homeopathy, as set forth by Hahne- 
mann, and as professed to be adopted by his disciples and followers of the 
present day, are contrary to reason and common sense, and that it is the 
duty of every friend of medical science to repudiate so great an absurdity 
and imposition upon the community. 

After being discussed by most of the gentlemen present, it was wnani- 
mously adopted, 

The Committee appointed to select a subject for discussion at the next 
meeting, reported the following :—* Are medical men as accountable for 
their sins of omzssion as commission? In other words, are medical men 
any less responsible for neglecting what they ought to do, than for doing 
(medicinally) what they ought not to do?” 

Several cases were related where patients had lost their eye-sight in 
consequence of homeopathic treatment. 

Voted, To adjourn, to meet at the Railroad House, in Attleborough, the 
second Wednesday in December next. 


Attleborough, Sept. 30, 1851. Tuapveus Puetrs, Sec’ry. 
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